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Democrat Platform of 2016

Excerpts of Planks on the Life Issues

—

Abortion

Democrats are committed to protecting and advancing reproductive health, rights and justice. We
believe unequivocally, like the majority of Americans, that every woman should have access to
quality reproductive health care services, including safe and legal abortion—regardless of where
she lives, how much money she makes, or how she is insured. We believe that reproductive
health is core to women’s, men’s and young people’s health and wellbeing.

Appointing Judges
We will appoint judges who defend the constitutional principles of liberty and equality for all,
and will protect a woman’s right to safe and legal abortion.

Planned Parenthood
We will continue to stand up to Republican efforts to defund Planned Parenthood health centers,
which provide critical health services to millions of people.

Legislation
We will continue to oppose—and seek to overturn—federal and state laws and policies that
impede a woman’s access to abortion, including by repealing the Hyde Amendment.

Affordable Care Act/Obamacare
We will defend the ACA, which extends affordable preventive health care to women, including
no cost contraception, and prohibits discrimination in health care based on gender.

End of Life

Our country faces a long-term care crisis that prevents too many seniors and people with
disabilities from being able to live with dignity at home or in their communities. Programs that
emphasize independence rather than institutionalization must be better structured to support
them.

International

We believe that safe abortion must be part of comprehensive maternal and women’s health care
and included as part of America’s global health programming. Therefore, we support the repeal
of . . . the “global gag rule” and the Helms Amendment that bars American assistance to provide
safe, legal abortion throughout the developing world.
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